HOMEWORK POLICY

Why have a homework policy?

· Reinforcement of work done in class

· Train children to work independently
· Way of letting the parents know what's being done in school
· Parents expect homework
· Method of exploring [projects, etc.]
· Preparation for Secondary school.

Why do it now?

· To have it in place as guideline for new teachers, subs, etc as there has been a high turnover of staff since the last policy was drawn up.
· To ensure consistency at the various levels throughout the school, and to make sure that for instance First Class don't get more than a Fourth Class. It is easier to work something effectively if we have a good framework.
· Very helpful to teachers and parents when they change levels from one year to the next.

Who should devise the homework policy?

· Should be drawn up after consultation with teachers, parents and pupils.
· Ratification by the Board of Management.

Who is responsible for the implementation of our homework policy?

· Each teacher is responsible for its implementation, working in close consultation with his/her partner teacher/s and also special needs, learning support, resource and EAL teachers.

SCHOOL POLICY FOR HOMEWORK IN INFANTS Junior Infants:
· Children have assigned individual reading every night.
· Children practise their letter sounds every night.

· After Christmas, children will receive one written piece of homework every week, which will alternate between English, Irish and Maths. 
Senior Infants:
· Individual reading every night.

· One other piece of homework four times a week all year round.
· After Christmas, this will consist of two nights of English, one night of Maths and one night of Irish.
Notes
· Same homework for all children.
· Homework is given as reinforcement.
· Parents are expected to sign the reading sheet.

· Written work is collected in the morning and corrected/checked on the same day.
· We may sanction children for not doing homework, with warning card or lose a star, especially if it becomes a pattern [teachers discretion]

· Pupils are responsible for putting own books into bag, etc. If there is any difficulty, parents or children tell teacher.

Parents/Guardians
· We send home a letter with guidelines for Reading.
· Junior Infant reading books are sent home with pointers for parents [questions to ask the child, etc...]
· Provide a quiet place for child, no T.V.
· Parents may help as much as necessary without giving answers or doing the work for the child.
SCHOOL POLICY FOR HOMEWORK IN FIRST/SECOND CLASS 
· Both classes to get homework Monday-Thursday.

· Homework to consist of Reading, Maths, Irish and Spellings.

· Two homework copies.

· Get journal/copy signed. 
· Lose a star if not done.
· No homework Friday / night before trips.
· For SEN children, talk with support teacher to decide on one or two readers.
Notes
· Homework checked in morning in all classes.

· 30 minutes max. Note should be put in journal if child is spending too much time on homework.

Parents and Guardians
· Signing journal means parents are satisfied with effort and work done.

· Parents should give minimum assistance.
· Parents should be encouraged to write a note rather than do the work for the child.
· Level child is capable of working at should always be taken into consideration.
SCHOOL POLICY FOR HOMEWORK IN THIRD/FOURTH CLASSES
· Spelling - SEN children are given/not given separate spellings by resource, etc.

· Reading

· Maths

· Other homework (This varies according to the work on hand in class but should also include written Irish work.)

Notes

· No homework on birthdays, special occasions or exceptional family circumstances.

· Reading done by mainstream teacher and support teacher.

· Signed every day in journal / homework copy.

· Homework corrected daily.

· Homework is a reinforcement of class lessons.

· Homework vouchers should not be used on Monday as new topics are often introduced on this day. Children going to the Homework Club on that day may not use vouchers.
· Approx 30 mins per night.
· Homework policy is available online

· Teacher should have a homework template, on card or a designated section of the class board — adds homework as it is assigned at the end of the relevant lessons.

· Children should attempt to complete their homework within the suggested time and get it signed.

· Parents should be reminded that work should be done in a quiet place, free of distractions, especially television and computer games.

SCHOOL POLICY FOR HOMEWORK IN FIFTH/SIXTH CLASSES

· Reading

· Written Maths
· Spellings
· Other homework varies depending on the topics being covered in class and should include Irish written work.
· Homework from Resource, Learning Support, EAL teachers for SEN students

· No homework on Friday / Birthdays.
· Homework vouchers may be used.
Notes
· Standardised amount given by class levels

· Corrected by teacher and perhaps occasionally swap and mark.
· Work well done, star or sticker.
· If untidy, do again in Golden time, reading time. 
· Unfinished homework to be completed at lunch time. 
· Guidelines sent out to parents, study skills given in class. 
· Show what they have to do and what they have done.
·  Lost books must be paid for.
· If difficulties arise on a regular basis with homework, parents might make an appointment to see teacher or write a note in the journal.
· Work should never be done for the child by another child or adult.

Parents
· Suggest quiet area for homework.

· Check homework when it is finished, maybe ask questions.
· Don't leave it too late to start homework.
· Help with sounding out words, look for words within words.
· Assess presentation.
· Ask spellings and tables.
· Check that all work written in journal is done.
· Never do homework for them or allow another child to do it.
· Journals will be checked daily.

